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EXHIBIT A

Scope of Services

Contractor agrees to assist Commission Staff in the preparation and presentation of
testimony on behalf of Commission Staff in Docket EL.10-012 — In the Matter of the Petition of
Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy Regarding the 2011 Environmental Cost
Recovery Rider and 2010 ECR Tracker Report including: at hearings before the Commission; in
settlement proceedings; and in the preparation of motions and briefs before the Commission,
Contractor through its witness or witnesses, Basil L. Copeland Jr., David E. Peterson and/or
Robert G. Towers shall be responsible for: review and analysis of Xcel Energy’s (Xcel) filings,
preparation and receipt of data requests necessary to complete the analysis, preparation, filing
and, as deemed necessary by Commission Staff, presentation of testimony and exhibits.

Contractor shall alsc be prepared to respond at hearings and during briefing to
intervenors' submissions, if any, which address the issues which are the responsibility of
Contractor. Specifically, Contractor Witness Basil L. Copeland Jr. shall, as necessary, prepare,
file, and present testimony and exhibits related to the appropriate cost of capital and rate of
return, Contractor Witnesses Robert G. Towers and/or David E. Peterson shall prepare, file, and
present testimony and exhibits addressing, as necessary, Allowance for Funds Used During
Construction (AFUDC), depreciation rates, income taxes, rate design, audit of the 2010 ECR
tracker report, other accounting issues that may arise, and possibly other issues delegated to
Contractor by Commission Staff. Contractor shall provide general assistance on the filing when
requested to do so by Commission Staff.

The scope and tasks to be performed shalil be consistent with Contractor's proposal dated
April 15, 2011, to Commission Staff, Contractor agrees to coordinate their filing with
Commission Staff and as directed by Commission Staff, shall consult Commission Staff on
requests for Xcel data and other submissions or requests to Xcel or intervenors. Contractor
agrees to complete all tasks and filings within time frames as determined by Commission Staff.

It is understood and agreed that the role of Commission Staff, and in turn the role of the
Contractor, shall be to advocate the public interest as Commission Staff views that public
interest.
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